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not by means of an iron tool, from which circumstance, and because there had been west winds for many days, he imagined that this timber came from some island or islands lying to the westward. Also another man named Pero Correa, a brother-in-law of the same Christopher Columbus, married to his wife's sister, informed him that in the island of Puerto Sancto he had seen another piece of wood which had come with the same winds and was fashioned in the same shape, and that he had also seen very large canes which could contain in their cavities three measures1 of water or wine; and Christopher Columbus says that he heard the King of Portugal say this, speaking with him on those matters, and that the King ordered the canes to be shown to him (Columbus). And he held for certain (said Columbus) that the said canes were from some islands or island which was not very distant, or were brought from the Indies by the force of the wind and the sea, since in all our parts of Europe there are none, or at least he did not know that there were any like them. It confirmed him in that belief, that Ptolemy, in Book I, cap. 27 of his Cosmographia, says that such canes were to be found in India.
Again it was made known to Columbus by some inhabitants of the Azores that when the wind blew strong from the west and north-west the sea brought certain pine-trunks and deposited them on the coasts of those islands, especially in the islands of Graciosa and Fayal, there being no part of those islands which grew pines. Others told him that in the isle of Flores, which is one of the Azores, the sea had brought up the bodies of two dead men who seemed very broad in the face and of an appearance different from that of Christians. Another time, they say that in the Cabo de la Verga, which is in-----,2 and in that neighbourhood, they saw hollowed trunks or canoes with a moveable covering, which by chance, passing from one island or place to another, the force of the winds and the sea brought thither, and those whom they carried, not being able to turn back, perished, and the canoes, since they never sink, came to land in time at the Azores.
In the same manner a certain Antonio Leme, dwelling in the island of Madeira, told him that having sailed once with his caravel far to the westward, he had seen three islands to which he came close, which may have been true or not; at least they say that there were many reports among the people, especially in the islands of Gomera and'Hierro, and many in the Azores affirmed and swore, that every year certain islands were seen towards the west. To that Columbus said that they might be the islands of
1  A&mbre, a measure of about half a gallon.
2  Blank in original.